Canonkied Bodies. Genda and he Formation of Early Christianity

Todd Rennea and Caoline Vanda Stichde

For the past 25 yers, the Acts of Paul and Thecla (APT) has been recongdered as an
important source of information regarding early Christian history and discourse.* The agenda
was set by sholars like Stevan Davies, Dennis McDondd and Virginia Burrus who reeval uated
the purpo® of the gories in the apocryphd Acts, suggesting tha they bear witness to the
struggle of women to assert authority within the pariarchd structures of the Christian
communities in which these stories circulated.? More specifi cally, the story of Thecla presents a
rather free-roaming indvidud, who rgected sodal ganding and marital obligationin favor of an
ascetic life-style. When viewed ove agang the largely hierarchical sructures of the Pastords

(and pehapsthe Pauline letters as awhole) this sory seems, in addition,to embodya

! Thetrandation of APT is taken from J. K. Elliott (ed.), The Apoayphal New Testament: A
Collection of Apoayphal Christian Literature in an English Trandation (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1993).

2 Stevan L. Davies, The Revolt of the Widows The Sodal Word ofthe Apoayphd Acts
(Cabondde/Edwardsville: Southern lllinais University Press, 1980);Dennis McDondd, The
Legend and he Apogle: The Battle for Paul in Sbry and Canor(Philaddphia: Westminger
Press, 1983);Virginia Burrus Chagity asAutonony: Wonen in deSories of Apoayphal Acts

(Studies in Women and Reigion 23 Lewiston/Queengon: Edwin Mellen Rress, 1987).



significantly different kind of eclesial authority structure.® Yet this particular reading of the
character of Thecla has been called into question in recenttimes. Scholars such asKate Coope
have suggested that Thecla is fundioning rather as atropeof male identity, wherein PaulOs
masculinity is staged ove that of TheclaOdiancZ, Thamyris, who loses his woman in the contest
for male authority, thereby legitimating Raul.* Such readingshave in turn been chalenged by
scholars such as Shdly Matthews, who seek to mediate beween the condruction of Thecla in the
text and the recondruction of fanale experience behind the text of the APT in orcer to offer a
GrounervoiceOto the univocal and heyemonic claims of the Pastords.” Here, then, we witness,
as MacDondd ob®rved, a atleOfor Paul On gory and canon,Core beween GuthoritativeO
and @on-authoritativeOtraditions whereby alively exchangeis fostered ove the QrueOlegacy
of Paul the apodle in the ancient world.® One might even ague tha the (batleOover Paul (and
now ove Thecla) in moden scholarship is every bit as G@ea Oas it may have been in the early
periodsof Christian formation and devel opment.

One of the problems with discussionslike these, however, is that they tend to condruct a

binary between omativeOand MieterodoxOforms of Christianity on the onehand and beween

% Graham Brodk, @Political Authority and Culturd Accommodation: Sodia Diversity in the Acts
of Paul and the Acts of Peter,Oin The Apocryphal Acts of the Apogles (ed. F. Bovon, A Graham
Brock, and C. R. Miatthews, Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1999), 1459, esp. 16567.
* Kate Coope, The Virgin and heBride Idealized Wonanhood i Late Antiquity (Cambridge
Harvard University Press, 1996), 55.

> Shdly Matthews, (Thinking of Thecla: Issues in Feminist Historiography, OJFSR 17 (2001):
39-55.

® MacDondd, Legend and he Apodle.

This draft is poged for discussion at the GRhetorics of Soda FormationGconference, University of Redlands
Januay 19-20, 2007, and should not be quotd or cited without permission of the author(s).




patriarchal structuresOand Gemale experienceOon te other, thusnormetivizing and
naturdizingthese categories in dverse and varied ways. It isindeed tempting to read ancient
texts as oppostional, to establish univocal and congstent textual and ocia ideologies, to
condruct broadly generalizing ndionsof early Christian experience, and o create often facile
correationsbetween texts and ommunities and beween identities and dal locations Our
modds for reading and writing dou theandent world thusfrequently reprodtce the kindsof
canonically unifying essences we are purporting o move beyond.

Our interest in this pgoer isto explore some of these issues with respect to the APT,
paticularly examining wha a gender-critical reading drategy might offer in terms of
complexifying the historical and textud material. We are especially interested in examining the
corrdation ketween bodly comportment in the narrative and howtha condrudion informs the
use and reception ofearly Chiistian texts, as well asin exploring howits bodies on dsplay
correspond wth tha textOwn OnternaOcharacter. This exercise might dso hdp usto
appreciate more fully the ways in which andent texts were sStuated and contextudized within
ther sodo-historical locales.

One place to begin this discussion is with the opening ofthe APT where PaulOgphyscal
appearance is described. As a piece of compostiond ekphrass, this description bingsPaulOs
body papably before the readerOsyes, and thusengages the spectatorOgjaze from the very dart.
Thisis an intriguing passage because it is the only ancient depiction we have of PaulOs
apperance. Paul is described as beng $ort in dature, bdd, having crooked legs posessing a
hookel no® and eyebrows that meet in the middle of his forehead. This description hasin some
insances been read in light of ancient physiognonic speculation, theandent GcienceOof

taxonomizing and reading bodly appearance as a signifier of internal character. Especially
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noteworthy is the widespread attempt by <holars to offer a postive reading of adescription with
QuglyOconndations In 1982 Robe Grant argued that the description of Raul in the APT, when
read in light of Greek pcetry, yieldsareading of Raul astheided general.” Somewhat later
Abraham Malherbe daboraed on GantOsnethod, aguing that Paul was rather to be compared
to Augususand HeraclesN as theideal hero® Bruce Malina and Jkrome Neyrey offer oneof the
mog extensve semiotic readingsof Paul@ flesh, daboraing extensvely on the andent practice
of physognomc interpreation, usng each dement in the description to show how Paul is
configured as the ideal male in terms of his physcal representation? Jan Bremmer, however,
offers adivergent perspective, suggesting that the author ofthe text actually seeks to have Paul
appear less than physcally ideal so asto make clear tha Theclafallsinlove with hiswords

rather than his beauty.*°

" Robet M. Grant, (The Description of Faul in the Acts of Paul and Thecla,OVigiliae
Christianae36 (1982):1-4.

8 Abreham Malherbe, OAPhyscal Description of Raul,Ori idem, Pau and he Popular
Philosophe's (Minneapolis. Fortress Press, 1989), 16570.

® Bruce J Malinaand krome H. Neyrey, Portraits of Paul: An Archeology of Ancient
Personality (Louisville: Westminger JohnKnox, 1996), 106b2.

19 Jan N. Bremmer, Magic, Martyrdom and WomenO4.iberation in the Acts of Paul and
Thecla,0in The Apoayphd Acts of Paul and Thecla (ed. 1 N. Bremmer; Studies on he
Apoayphd Acts of the Apodles 2; Kampen: Kok Pharos 1996), 3659. However, as Burrus
notes, PaulOOuglO ppearance does not necessarily make him less appedling. Virginia Burrus
Mimicking Virgins Colonial Ambivalence and the Andent Romence,OArethusa 38 (2005):49-

88;57 n. 16.
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Moreimportant than the particular arguments offered in supportof these views, however,
istheintriguing question & to why scholars are so fixated on eading RaulOody n thefirst
place. In me ways, TheclaOsitractionto and obgssion with Paul and his wordsfinds a
corollary in this modern (mostly male) scholarly fascination with and fixation on RulOdody,
read and interpreted as an andentideal masculinetype. Yet it should bepanted ou that nat al
physognonic readingsof thetext have focused on Raul. A compdling reading of TheclaOs
bodily trandormation fram female to male has recently been offered by Willi Braun, who uss
andent physognonic theory to interpret the progess of Thecla becoming @naleOafter her
baptism.** Perhapsit should hadly come as a surprise, then, tha the bodes on displayN
TheclaDsepestedly in the thester and RaulOgor amomentin passingN evokea need for
refl ection on be gendered peformance of bodies in this text, ance how bodies speek, act, and
move interconnects with broader discurdve features of theargumentation.

Theclaisintroduwced in the APT as avirgin willing o subvat her societal postion by
refusing he fiancZ Thamyrisin orde to follow another manN Paul. Her desireis thus
tranferred from her intended hubandto the apodle® She herself, however, is desired by oher
men, first by Thamyrisin Iconiumand later on in Antioch by Alexander. Her bodyis further

eroticized in the spectacle of thearena where sheis displayed nudebefore the gaze of the

1 Willi Braun, ®hysotherapy of Femininity in the Acts of Thecla,Oin Text andArtifact in the
Religionsof Mediterranean Antiquity (ed. S. G. Wilson and M. Degardins Studiesin
Christianity and uidasm 9; Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2000), 20930.

12 Burrus Mimicking Virgins O55.
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crowd™N although, i the end, ter body & shown to beimpenetrable bath to the physcal threats
as well as the gaze of thecrowd, & least in Antioch where sheis protected by acloud of fire.
Apat from bang defined in terms of hea relationship with/to men, sheis dso explicitly linked
with other females in thetext. Her mother, Theodia, oppogs and rgjects her, while queen
Tryphenaadops her as her own daugtter, offering he protectionN and © does the lioness who
is st looe to atack Theclain the arena of Antioch. Thefemale spectatorsal the while bewail
the fortunes of the city calling TheclaDgunishment an evil judgmrent, coming © he defense by
throwing pefumesinto thearenato knodk outthe animals, and deering when sheisfindly
released. As aresult, he identity as GemaleQis further highlighted bythis assodiationN females
generally supportThecla, males generally seek to ham her. On another level, however, she
comports herself increasingly as amale counterpart to Paul. She wants to cut her har, endsup
dressing like aman, andtravels in the mixed company of bah young nen and neidens Her
behavior is composd, detakestheinitiative in baotizing heself and in literally going he own
way, ingructing ahersin the word of God. Thus, a onelevel, a gendered bipdarity isin place,
and Thecla both reacts agang and noves beween these gendered extremes. Agang this
background viginity appears as acondition that (pervertsOthis bipolarity. Thisis aso suggested

by those who aiticize Paul when they state tha he leads astray the souls of young nen and

13 As actant in this theater of crudty, Theclaaso evokes notionsof the sensudity and deviancy
of the actor on hestage As andent writers make clear, being on his stage invited the reachO
of thebodyN beinga form of deviant exhibition by te non-€lite, noncitizen, on dgplay before
the pendrating gae of dite spectators (Shadi Bartsch, The Mirror of the Sdf: Sexuality, Séf-
Knowledge and he Gaz in the Early Roman Empire [Chicago: The University of Chicago

Press, 2006], 15456); in pat we see this taking place with Thecla.
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deceives virgins (11) and deprives husands of wives and meidens of hubands(12)M* Virginity
has this effect largely because marriage (ganos) fundionsas the sructuring telosof the
gendeed pokrity in the textud world, with chastity subveating the nornetive cultural telosof the
narative and opening up he first gpace for trangyression by dosng off anomative culmination
point.

Spatia dimengonspeaform aunique role in situaing bah Paul and Thecla within this
larger framework. While Paul is presentin pubic spaces and plces esewhere in the Acts of
Paul, much like he isin the Acts of the Apodles, in the APT heis generally rdegated to endosed
gpaces. Although ve meet him on the roa to Iconium at the beginning of he sory, his major
initial location isin the hous of Onesiphaus, where others come to e and hear him. From
there, viaatria bedorethelocal magistrate, heis tranderred to pison. Raul isthen thrown outof
the city and is next found nsgdean @pen tomb.O Here, agan, we find Raul contained within an
endosed type of paceN from hous, to piison, © tomb. The symbolic sequence aside, it is
striking tha TheclaOspatia placement issignificantly different. Shemoves from her hous to
the prison where she visits Paul and fromthe Qudgnent seatOto the theater, where she
undegoes he first pubic martyrdom. After meeting Raul in thetomb, they both enter Antioch.
Paul appears to deny heknows Thecla and rapidly vanishes from the scene when the suitor
Alexande seeks to posess her.'® Thecla meanwhile repeats her Iconium experiencein asimilar

trial scene, butthis onewith even more intendty.

4 As Burruspoints out, in the APT and cther novds, virginity fundionsCs a site of articulated
culturd ambivalenceO(Mimicking Virgins 053).
5 An interesting peralle are the Abreham/Sarah and Isaac/Rebecca denial storiesin Genesis

12:10-20 and 266-11. In boh cases, the hudand denies his wife out of fear for hislife; one
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After ashort gay in TryphenaOsous, Theclamoves on © Myrain sarch of Paul. She
meets with im in HermiasOsous, butgoes back to Iconium and noves on fromthere to
Seleudia. Although he story has thuscome full dircle, adoube shift can bediscerned in TheclaOs
behavior: from female to male comportment and smultaneoudy from private to public space. In
both cases, moreover, acrossing of boundaes takes place, marked by ifting roles, spaces,
loydties, and identities. These are the kinds of moments tha the APT seems to relish flirting
withN crossings cross dressings intersections butthen notquite either. On display israther a
transgendered individual who essily crosses back to play the daughter aganN the bride-to-be
who readily becomes the follower of amagos the devoted virgin and chaste ascetic who nmug
meet up with he bdoved. S which rde then represents the Qeal OThecla? At what point is
Ghednot eOor MeOnat Gheband & what point is she nether, thereby opeiing yp aQ@hirdO
space of gende identity? This indecisiveness is further enhanced by the fact tha sheis
portrayed as avirgin,awoman inthelimina sate of notyet bangincorpoiated into the marriage
bond. Here dso liesthe dange perceived in PaulOgreaching, ha heGnakes virgins averse to
marriageO(16). As such, hethreatens the satus quaNl which is acharge tha actudly turnsoutto
betrue Indeed, Thecla offers a case in pdnt, as he own mother states: Gourn Fer who will not
marryE t ha al the women who have been taughtby this man may be afraidO(20).

If space plays animportant role in this narative, 0 does visudity. The narrative opens
with the sghting of Raul andthe description of his appearance tha follows. Theclaisfirst said
to hear PaulOsvords(7) fromher window. Her explicit desire to gand bdore Paul and her his

wordsin peson is based on he seeing Gvomen and virgingOgoing into him. Her mother

wondes if that kind of operative cultural logic aso implicitly configures the relation beween

Paul and Thecla here.
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describes her thus shefasts, @azing intently asif on ome delightful Sght, she so devotes
herself to astrangeman who teaches deceptive and ambiguousword<€£O (8)*° Theintricate and
also intimate connetion hee between seing and haring runsthroughoutthe text, and thereisa
dexterity of movement between thetwo fields of senseN here again thereis fluidity and aossing.
Theclais dravn to PaulOsvords and ye she aso has this desp desire to bewith him in pason
and even to imitate him. Devotion ssemsto center the narrative flow, and yd the oject of this
ascetic commitment moves back and forth between Paul® person and RaulOsvords Given
andent texts like the Symposumthat link desire with imitation;!’ it is perhaps not o srangeto
see TheclaDscharacter vacillate between the twoN as they are often interconnected.

Focalization relpsto illuminate further some of these dynamics beween visudity and
speech, paticularly with respect to narative action. In tefirst pat of the sory, which takes
placein Iconium, male speech plays a praminent role, especially when utered by Raul, whose
main OetivityO s in fact speaking. Thecla, by mntrast, modly listensand only starts speaking &
and dter thetrial (21, 2325), which dso hgppensto bethe moment sheis on display and
becomes a spectacle for thecrowd (21). The second pat of the sory, however, which takes
placein Antioch (2643), is dominated byfemale speech. Thecla here replaces Paul in away, as
she becomes the witness (martyr) and praclaimer of the word of God. $hedso becomes
increasingly active, and in this respect the spectacle (32)in this secondingance is dso more
vivid. Theclaisthusfocalized and rdocalized throughoti the narrative. Shemoves back and

forth beween dfferent (if not dso a times androgynouyidentities in away tha Paul cannot

18 For the erotic connottionsrelated to Sght, see Burrus Mimicking Virgins O58.
7 Indeed, Paul, like Socrates in the Symposum (21509, pesks in away tha overwhdms his

audience, casting aspdl on hem (and Thecla is withou a doubtspdl-bound).
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possibly do. Gven these dramatic developmentsit is striking that PaulOsesponse to Theclais so
remarkably ambivalent.*® This focalizationalso destabilizes the readerOown gaze, asthe
spectator, jus like Paul himself (40), is GistonishedOby TheclaOgperformance (when she
displays a virility and murage unexpected of ha Gex(). The more active Thecla grows, the
more masculine her peformance becomes and the more antagonism sheencoungérs.

These dynamics in the APT are further illuminaed when we compare them to wha we
find in the New Testament Acts of the Apodles. Aswe have argued el sewhere,'® the Acts of the
Apodles from beginningto end offers athoroughly conventiond potrtrait of male
comportmentN not only stereotypical, but also un®phisticated in terms of its at times ailmogt
cartoonish character. Paul in paticular moves in and outof pubic and piivate spaces,
domnaing dl of them fully. However, unlike with the APT, thereis no gving up hesocdal

bondsof marriage for celibacy, no rangyression of ailturd boundries, no coss-dressingsAnd

18 As Burrusnotes, Paul Gappaently does not know howto read the shifting sgnsof awomanOs
appearanceO(Burrus AMimicking Virging 059).

19 See our @endeing Violence: Patterns of Power and Congructs of Masculinity in the Acts of
the Apodles,Oin Feminist Conpanionto Acts (ed. A.-J. Levine and M. Blickengaff; New York:
T&T Clark International/Pilgrim, 2004, 193-209; GDAl the WorldOs Staged The Rhetoric of
Gende in Acts,Oin Luke and Hs Readers: Festschrift A. Denaux(ed. R. Beringe, G. Van
Belle, and J Verheyden; BETL 182;Leuven: Leuven University Press, 2005),373-96; and
CBeript(ur)ing Gender in Acts: The Past and Fresent Power of Imperium Oin Mapping Gende in
Andent ReligiousDiscourses (ed. T. Penner and C. Vande Stichde; Biblical Interpretation

Series 84; Leiden: Brill, 2007), 23166.
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women, like Lydia or the propret-daughters of Philip, who play aless sereotypical role, are
readily reinscribed within the space of the donus

Theimage of Paul mediated in the Pauline corpusis little different. Far from
unde'mining the satus quo, heendorssiit, resisting any confugon between the proper behavior
of men and women ?° One might well compare, for ingance, PaulOsveak protest againg
TheclaD9plan to cut off her har in the APT with his strong gatement in 1 Cor 116 tha it is
disgraceful for awoman to have her har cut off. Moreover, far from exclusvely promoting
chastity as hedoes in the APT, in 1 Cor 7 Rul leaves roomfor different options without
however subveting gender roles. Thereis no little place for gender-bending in hisworld. The
Pastords in this respect are notreally an exception, bu more fully display thealready domnant
image of Paul as onein control. In this way, theimage of Paul in the epistolary corpusaigns
itself quite well with the dominant image in the Acts of the Apogles, while the pubiic forumin
Acts unequivocally matches the private stage in PaulOdetters. We are addressing hee the
rhetorical condruction of hetext and do ot suggest that it was this way historically. Still, the
potency of Paul in boh the canorical Acts and his letters (induding hee the entire corpus

ascribed to m) standsin marked contrast to the less than galwart image prgected in the APT.

20 See our discussion in QWnveiling Paul: Gendeing ! thosin 1 Corhthians112-16,0n
Rhetoric, Ethic, and Moal Persuason in Biblical Discourse: Essays fromthe Heidelberg
Conference 2002(ed. Thamas H. Olbricht and Ande's Eriksson; New York: T& T Clark
Internaiond, 2005), 21437; and GPaul and the Rheoric of Gende,Oin Her Mager@ Tools?
Feminist and Pog-Cdonial Engagements of Historical-Critical Discourse (SBL Globd
Perspectives on te Bible 9; Atlanta: Sodiety of Biblical Literatureand Leiden: Brill, 2005), 287

310.
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Compaisonslike these, while admittedly sketchy, can help usto consder adifferent way
to think ebout the so-called Mattle for Paul in gory and @non.OSince the declaration of
Tertullian tha the APT was problematic because it ingired women to follow in the
progressiveOgteps of Thecla (On Baptism 17), it has been argued that the APT represents a kind
of Oneretical Otext, even if only in terms of its praxis. Moden atempts to recover its
signifi cance suggest that somehow this text offers a different perspective on the history and
development of earlier Christianity and that it chdlenges the status quo of pariarchal sructures
in paticular. Indeed, it is rather tempting for scholars to ranscribemimetically the oppostiond
structures of this textud body and the unique comportment of its bodies on display in ther
moden rendeaingsof its sodo-historical context andimport (i.e., scholars see the challenge tha
Thecla offers to the sodal vadues of thecity and sek to ranscribe thos, in part, asasodal
chdlengeto oithodox Chrstian structures of pariarchy). Yet, aswe have noted in aur andysis,
the crossing facets of TheclaOaformance, thinking bradly of he trans-gendering acts as well
as he trans-gressive cultural actions offer a more complex spectacle of borde and ounday
crossing. Whilethe conventiond approach isto quey wha kind of readers would beinvoked by
such imagesN ascetic women? Christian male power-brokers?N we suggest that this approach
may betoo smplistic. Rerhgpswe should rather ask what broader identities could be produed
by these kind of images offered for imitation and adordion. Boh ancient and moden readers of
APT, on heonehand, mght well find themselves enamored with the kind of cossingsand
passingstha Theclainitiates and enbodies. Thereis afluidity herethat has attestation

elsewhere, even in -called @rthodoxOliterature,>* both on individud and corporae levelsin

%1 See d'so Burrus(Mimicking Virging) for adiscussion of virginity in Joseph andAseneth,

Achilles TatiusDKleitophon and kukippe and Heliodoru®<Ethiopian Sory.
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terms of the prodction ofidentitiesN shifting, norphing, crossing, pasing, ranscending. Sich
identities reflect a network of interrelated and complex pubic and pivate peformances. Qur
moden scholarly impulse to correlate text and cntextN onetype of narative with one type of
reader and onespecific Stz im LebenN often oaludes these more complex dyramics.

Further, if we take serioudy the structura dynamic of TheclaOsnultiple crossings(and
her returng, we aso need to acknowledge that in some respects the APT reprodues some of the
critical features of the AA and the Pauline letters. Tha is, there is trangyressive border crossing
because there are boundares to tranggress in thefirst place. Contasting the APT with canonical
literaturein fact fails to catch the nuance of the act of crossing ove itself. Not only isthere a
shared concern for control and authority, but the body s something to be harnessed as a source
of power, and thoe who mntrol the bodyare the ones posessing such power.?? If boundaies
invite tranggression, ranggression in turn calls for boundaies, mapped outonthe gendered body.

There is thusacorrdative enterprise of identity congruction undeway in boh corpi of texts. >

22 Further, sodal class and cultural postion, paticularly among the dite in the Greek eastern
polis, are ill something to be regulated and negotiated. This kind of ideologeme need not

refl ect acomplete lack of interest in the sodal elite of empireN in fact, the APT as much as the
AA rather courts the dlites of empire (at the very least the literature fantasizes that the dlite srata
engayes Christiang). It does, however, suggest tha sodal satusin empire is notto be equaed
necessarily with the samein early Christian social mappingN early Christians (at times)
developed their own (diverse) framework for social hierarchies that reshaped and resituated the
condructs of the broader culture.

23 |f thisis the case, onewould dso have to admit that there seems to be a difference il

between how readers gppear to bemore corporaely mapped with respect to theimage of Paul in

This draft is poged for discussion at the GRhetorics of Soda FormationGconference, University of Redlands
Januay 19-20, 2007, and should not be quotd or cited without permission of the author(s).




14

These ingghts may dso hdp usundestand more fully howit is tha onecorpusbecame
canonized while another onewas not, or, more precisely, help usrethink theact of canonization
itself as asodal operation. In ober words when thinking éou the canonical process, we may
also gan ome appreciation for why, despite their amilarities a some levels, the AA might have
been canorized for nornative purpogs while the APT was not  In this light, the differences
seem to have been moreimportant than the smilarities. Tha is, theclearly boundried naure of
the canorical AA and the Paulineletters ensures a certain kind of gructurd unifying fundion
tha islackingin the APT. Thiswould suggest that canonica formation may havein part beena
process directed by the texts themsalves. That is, it is notso much the particular theo-ideological
prodivities of this text or another tha marked it for incluson or excluson, butperhgs in the
end, howit was condructed and read based on te bodies that were comported within it. In this
way, paticular texts cohered rather well togetherN cementing between them a bourdaried
system while erasing thetraces of moretrangyressive aspects within those same texts.

Returning to the point raised at the outset of this pgoer, we conclude by auggesting that
pogulating either a univocal female or mae use of this text hardly does jugtice to the
complexities that this text evokes. Moreover, we also noe tha a smple ddineation of the APT
as achdlenge to pariarchd, canonical, rormativeOChristian corpi does not fully appreciate the
ways in which APT both dfirms and ranggresses those other textud enterprises. Modean

interest in this story seems at least in part based on ts ability to post a space for narrative

the AA/Paulineletters and more indvidudly identified with respect to Theclain the APT. In
other words are we perhapslooking & somewhat smilar comportments but effecting different
ends? Here we may beagin to rehink hownarative rheorically condructs (rather than just

refl ects) larger communities or & least processes of social formation.
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heterogeneity and freedomOfrom the domination of dher hegemonic modes of realism in the
contemporary context.>* But precisely for this reason we should give pause, as we might also see
here something of amimetic reincriptionin the scholarly gaze of the panoptic view offered in
this andent text. Seeking and seing the complex and multivalent social mappingstha Thecla
inscribes throughouthe narative, onemay well wonde if, in the end, thinking of Theclais
really tha much different from thinkingwith Thecla. Wha matters rather is the endto which she
isputto useN therein, we would ague lie the politics and ethics of scholarship. In our view, a
gende-critical reading ould srve the purpos of rasing adifferent set of historical questions
in orde to move usinto afuller appreciation of the complexity of hunman experience, both
andent and nodern. Rerhgoswe can dso catch a glimpse herein of ahybiidity based in
everyday lifeN shifting, morphing, crossing, and then coming back again. These are notthe
kindsof subjectivities tha schdars are used to explore in the ancient world. And this may bea
problem that dso confronts and confound our readingsof the APT. Though hereis no doubtan
effective edge to therheorical congructions of the APT, paticularly with respect to canonical
matters, there may also besomething hee of the refl ective edge as welIN herein rheoric seems

to imitate life.

24 Fredrick Jameson, The Political Unconssious(Ithaca, NY: Cornél University Press, 1982),

104.
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